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In the Autumn of 1966 
Max Nicholson, eminent 
environmentalist and 
former Director General of 
the Nature Conservancy, 
established Land Use 
Consultants – the UK’s 
first multi-disciplinary 
environmental consultancy. 

While the breadth and diversity of 
our projects have grown since the 
1960s, the values underpinning our 
work are undiminished.  We want 
all our work to make a difference 
– delivering better outcomes 
for our clients, for communities 
and the environment.  We aim 
to work in partnership with our 
clients, stakeholders and other 
professionals recognising that 
collaboration is both essential 
and rewarding.  Innovation – a 
common theme throughout our 50 
years – remains front and centre 
as we respond to new challenges, 
our clients’ changing needs and 
the opportunities presented by 
new techniques and technologies. 
These high aspirations demand a 
high degree of commitment and 
professionalism among our staff, 
and intelligence and creativity in the 
way that we approach challenges 
and deliver projects for our clients.

LUC worked across the UK’s coalfields 
in the late 1960s and 1970s for the 
National Coal Board, creating new 
landscapes to replace towering spoil 
tips or the voids left by open cast 
mining.  Stoke on Trent, blighted by 
the effects of coal mining and the 
ceramics industry, became a focus for 
our work.  Bringing our newly developed 
ecological approach to landscape 
design and reclamation, LUC worked on 
45 sites across the city, totalling around 
1000 acres.  One of these projects, 
Parkhall Country Park – once the site 
of quarries and coalmining – is now 
the city’s most important nature site, a 
National Nature Reserve since 2002. 
 

LUC broke new ground in the 1970s 
by bringing nature back into the 
city.  Working with the Trust for Urban 
Ecology, LUC created the William Curtis 
Ecology Park on a derelict site next 
to Tower Bridge.  Capturing people’s 
imagination, the project kick started 
the urban ecology movement which 
has influenced thinking on the role and 
function of greenspaces in our towns 
and cities ever since.  Our current 
work on green infrastructure, green 
networks and open space strategies 
has its roots in this innovative work.

 

The role of landscape in contributing to quality of life has always been central 
to LUC’s thinking.  During the 1980s the Practice began to develop new ways 
of understanding and describing landscapes – creating the approach that is 
now known as Landscape Character Assessment.  Projects in the Cambrian 
Mountains and the Loch Rannoch and Glen Lyon National Scenic Area paved 
the way for our work on the 1991 Guidance for the Countryside Commission 
for Scotland.  In 2001 we prepared landmark Landscape Character Assessment 
Guidance for the Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage, helping to 
update this ten years later.  Over the past 25 years we’ve completed character 
assessments of numerous protected landscapes, districts and counties.  

This stream of work now includes award-winning townscape, coastal and seascape 
assessments, studies of landscape sensitivities and the analysis of landscape and 
visual impact.  Our landscape work forms part of the evidence base upon which 
policies are developed and decisions about development proposals made.  We are 
also at the forefront of modelling landscape change, considering the effects of the 
changing climate and involving communities in thinking about their local landscapes.

LUC has played an important role in 
addressing the environmental impacts of 
new transport infrastructure, including a 
number of schemes which had potential 
to affect sensitive sites managed by 
the National Trust.  At Scotney Castle, 
LUC helped the National Trust secure 
an innovative land bridge over the new 
Lamberhurst Bypass.  The structure 
was designed to avoid the new dual 
carriageway severing the castle’s 
historic West Drive.  By constructing a 
broad, landscaped corridor across the 
road, the land bridge maintained the 
continuity of landscapes and habitats.  
This project will always be associated 
with Mark Lintell who championed the 
land bridge before his untimely death 
in 2006. We continue to advise on major 
projects including High Speed Rail and 
the A9 dualling project in Scotland.

By the early 1970s we began exploring 
how to predict the effects of industrial 
development, working initially with 
the Commission on Mining and the 
Environment and then embarking on 
a ground-breaking assessment of the 
environmental effects of alternative 
ways of supplying water in the North 
West of England.  Developing and 
adapting approaches from Europe 
and North America, we went on to 
prepare Environmental Assessment 
Guidance on behalf of the Department 
of the Environment.  We’ve since 
carried out assessments of proposals 
as varied as the Channel Tunnel, the 
Cairngorm Funicular and the National 
Forest.  Our planners have become 
specialists in managing the EIA process, 
while our ecologists and landscape 
planners develop and apply ever 
more sophisticated ways of predicting 
and depicting impacts.  Our GIS and 
visualisation specialists have developed 
cutting edge techniques to inform the 
assessment process.  The last fifteen 
years have seen those skills applied in 
the energy sector, with LUC leading 
the way on the assessment of on-shore 
and increasingly off-shore wind energy 
schemes, solar developments and the 
grid infrastructure needed to serve the 
new pattern of energy generation.  LUC 
continues to play a key role in shaping 
new methods and guidance and we are 
regularly called upon to independently 
review other people’s work.

LUC’s involvement in Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) goes 
back to its earliest days.  Our report 
to the Third Environment Conference 
of EU Regional Ministers and Political 
Leaders in Gothenburg in 1997 helped to 
persuade the European Commission to 
introduce the SEA Directive which came 
into force in 2001.  We were subsequently 
commissioned by the UK Government to 
write official guidance on Sustainability 
Appraisal for local authorities.  LUC has 
now completed nearly 100 SEAs in both 
the UK and worldwide, including ground-
breaking work in Eastern Europe and 
Africa.  This has helped to support and 
challenge those responsible for writing 
development plans, and helped create 
more robust and sustainable policies.

Building on experience of rural policy and planning, in the late 1990s a team based 
in our Bristol office developed a ground-breaking stream of work under the banner 
of Rural Futures.  Over the next fifteen years LUC carried out a series of innovative 
projects designed to guide future management of our rural areas and economies 
based on the environmental context.  Growing out of our rural landscapes work, we 
carried out a raft of projects monitoring the effects of agri-environment schemes 
on the ground – including the current Environmental Stewardship programme.  
Other landmark projects included a study of local foods and their relationship with 
landscape character, a socio-economic analysis of the way rural settlements function 
and a number of projects exploring options for future management of rural areas.  
Our 2014 award winning project on the Carse of Stirling in Scotland worked with 
local stakeholders to consider the current and future delivery of ecosystem services. 

Environmental enhancement and conservation have always been central to 
LUC’s thinking.  From an early emphasis on tackling and then anticipating 
the legacy of industry, the 1990s marked a new focus on using policy to avoid 
or minimise environmental harm by ensuring the policy framework reflects 
environmental assets and issues.  Working with the Countryside Commission 
we developed guidance on how environmental issues should be reflected in 
development plans.  We helped the National Rivers Authority ensure that issues 
of flooding, water quality and supply were better reflected in plans, developing 
model policies for London which were later rolled out across England.  

Today our work contributes to the evidence base upon which policies are 
developed.  We’ve assessed the sensitivity of landscapes to different types 
of change, identified landscapes which justify national and local designations 
and carried out assessments of green belts around many of our towns 
and cities.  Often our green network, woodland or access strategies form 
supplementary planning guidance, supporting development plans.

LUC’s landscape architects have 
become specialists in designing 
cutting edge landscapes for creative 
play.  Our involvement began in the 
late 1990s with work on the Princess 
Diana Memorial Playground in 
Kensington Gardens.  More recently, 
LUC and erect architecture were 
commissioned to design a brand new 
“play, leisure and learning experience 
of international renown” in the 
northern Olympic Park in Stratford. 

LUC’s urban designers have delivered 
a series of high-profile schemes, 
including the award-winning Inverness 
city centre streetscape project.  

LUC’s Landscape Design team has 
delivered numerous high-quality projects 
in the higher education sector.  The most 
recent is the multiple award-winning 
redevelopment of Oxford Brookes 
University’s Headington Campus.

In the early 1980s an LUC project at Appuldurcumbe House, a Capability Brown 
landscape on the Isle of Wight, marked a shift in thinking about historic landscape 
with a new emphasis on restoration and sensitive management.  Soon after, we 
were first commissioned by the Royal Parks, starting a relationship which continues 
to this day.  Highlights include the restoration of Avenue Gardens in Regent’s Park, 
the restoration of Grosvenor Square, including the September 11th Memorial 
Garden, the Diana Princess of Wales Memorial playground, Kensington Gardens, 
the restoration of the Water Gardens, Bushy Park, design and implementation of the 
Tamsin Trail, Richmond Park and mitigation of the Olympics on Greenwich Park. 

We’ve also worked on many other historic landscapes managed by the National 
Trust, English Heritage or private owners – including Wrest Park, Audley End, 
Painshill, Hopetoun, Petworth and Lowther.  In Cornwall we worked closely with 
Tim Smit on the ‘Lost Gardens’ of Heligan, a project which led to our involvement 
at Eden.  We’ve advised on landscape management at Stonehenge, mapped 
out protective buffer zones for Hadrian’s Wall and the Antonine Wall, and 
provided advice on the management of the Tower of London and its setting. 

London

43 Chalton Street, 
London NW1 1JD
020 7383 5784
london@landuse.co.uk 

Bristol 

12th Floor, Colston Tower
Colston Street, Bristol BS1 4XE
0117 929 1997
bristol@landuse.co.uk

Glasgow 

37 Otago Street, 
Glasgow G12 8JJ
0141 334 9595
glasgow@landuse.co.uk

Edinburgh 

28 Stafford Street, 
Edinburgh EH3 7BD
0131 202 1616
edinburgh@landuse.co.uk

Our sights now turn to the future 
and the role that LUC will play 
in the next 50 years.  Already 
we can see the challenges of 
accommodating a growing 
population, meeting the 
need for housing, making the 
northern powerhouse a reality 
and continuing to decarbonise 
the economy whilst managing 
our environmental assets, 
improving people’s quality of life 
and responding to a changing 
climate.  Our skilled and 
experienced team, remarkable 
and diverse track record, 
and a rich and unparalleled 
heritage mean we are uniquely 
placed to help our clients, 
communities and environment 
rise to these challenges.

The very concept was a challenge 
to fiercely independent professions, 
but by joining forces with John 
Herbert and Cliff Tandy, Max 
combined his own ecological 
passion and expertise with skills 
in landscape architecture, town 
planning and architecture.  This 
collaboration of disciplines and skills 
has remained a critical part of LUC’s 
DNA and central to the way we work.

Max established LUC with a very 
specific purpose – to help the UK’s 
heavy industries deal  with its grim 
legacy of damaged and derelict 
land.  Our early projects across the 
coalfields of  the UK combined a 
radical ecological agenda with a 
deep seated concern to improve 
people’s lives in some of the most 
damaged parts of the country.
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