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A Coffee with...

established company whose previous 
work has included the Eden Project in 
Cornwall, but also to create a team of 
excellence in the new Manchester 
Office.

Do you use social media and, if so, 
with how much success?
I use LinkedIn a lot, but I do need to 
brush up on my Twitter and Facebook 
skills. In that respect, I am a bit of a 
Luddite.

If you had not gone down your chosen 
career path, what would you be doing?
If I hadn’t opted for landscape 
architecture and urban design, I would 
probably be working in oil exploration. 
I originally studied geology at Leicester 
University and many of my peers went 

Fishing and walking can 
help this director relax
What is your business motto?
Achieving excellence through 
creativity.

How do you make contacts which are 
useful for business?
While we recognise that conferences 
are essential to generate debate, 
discuss new trends, innovation and 
opportunities, at LUC we are 
increasingly finding them a useful 
mechanism to promote our expertise 
and excellence in the areas of work that 
we operate in. These are namely 
landscape architecture, town planning, 
urban design, landscape planning and 
management, ecology and heritage 
services. 

What makes your business different?
Innovative thinking, and providing 
expertise in all aspects of land use, 
including rural areas, urban fringe and 
green belt right through to city centre 
regeneration and urban design. We 
have a team of very talented people 
who are committed in delivering 
excellence from initial inception right 
through to completion on site. We are 
also very client focussed and always 
aim to exceed client expectations 
wherever possible.

What item do you always have with 
you?
Always a novel. I’m reading the 
Fingersmith by Sarah Waters at the 
moment.

Do you dress up or down for business?
I dress up. There is plenty of time to 
dress down at the weekend.

Which individual has inspired you the 
most in business life and in what way?
The clean lines and form displayed by 
the architecture of Mies van der Rohe 
have always influenced my design 
work. He was responsible for an 
influential 20th century architectural 
style, often expressed with extreme 
clarity and simplicity.

What is your proudest achievement in 
business?
Definitely leading the very talented 
team at LUC’s new Manchester office. 
It’s been a great opportunity to join an 

Tom Jonson, director of landscape architecture at the Manchester office of LUC...

LUC is an independent planning, 
impact assessment, landscape 
design, heritage and ecology 
consultancy, working across the 
UK and internationally.

Before joining LUC, Tom, aged 
46, spent 12 years at Aecom in 
Manchester, where he was 
associate landscape designer 
architect and urban designer.

His previous positions include 
landscape architect at RPC 
Clouston and associate landscape 
architect at Rycroft Associates.

Tom lives with his partner 
Rossana in Saddleworth. He has 
three children, Mario, Jude and 
Giselle, and enjoys fishing and 
running in his spare time.

Tom Jonson

on to work in the oil industry. 

What is your tip for a successful 
business?
Always try and think outside the box. 
That could involve offering a different 
service from your competitors or 
simply trying to improve the service 
that you currently provide to existing 
clients. It shouldn’t involve being 
different just for the sake of it, but 
should employ creative thinking that 
affords real benefits.

At what time of day are you most 
creative?
It’s generally when I’m out walking my 
dog on the hills in Saddleworth where I 
live, so either first thing in the morning 
or during the evening when I get home 

from work. Occasionally it’s last thing 
at night before I drop off to sleep, but 
it’s always when I get a quiet moment 
that I get my best ideas.

What is the most inspirational book 
you have read?
Definitely the Grapes of Wrath by John 
Steinbeck. The story of the Joad family’s 
pursuit of employment, dignity and 
survival during the great depression is 
certainly an inspirational tale. Despite 
great hardship they hang on to their 
Californian Dream until the bitter end.

What is the biggest asset of your 
business?
Our talented staff without a doubt.

What is your favourite film and why?
One of my favourite films has to be the 
eighties British classic Withnail and I. 
Richard E Grant and Paul McGann are 
brilliant as the film’s protagonists, but 
the scene in the pub with the late 
Michael Elphick and the eel is 
priceless.

What time of day do you take your 
coffee break?
Generally on my way into work.

Americano, latte, cappuccino – what’s 
your favourite coffee break favourite 
Probably double espresso. I like the 
instant hit of caffeine.


