
PROJECT 
DETAILS

Project value 
(inclusive of VAT)

£800k

Build time 
4 months  

Size of project  
Redlees: 4590m2

St Dunstan’s: 1340m2 
(whole park is 7000m2), 

Hawthorn: 3040m2

 Carville: 6400m2 
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ACTIVE SPACES
THE LONDON BOROUGH  

OF HOUNSLOW

A commitment to healthy living and community engagement has 
transformed outdoor spaces in Hounslow

T he Active Spaces project was 
launched as part of the council’s 
commitment to support the 
development of active, healthy 

communities by enhancing its network of parks 
and open spaces. The project aims to publicise 
the positive benefits of outdoor play and physical 
activity on health and wellbeing, encouraging 
children and their families to be more active, and 
increasing community involvement and 
participation in Hounslow’s parks. Key to these 
principles was the requirement that each new 
‘Active Space’ be designed in consultation with 
residents, thereby promoting usage. 

Landscaping and environmental  
sustainability were considered together  
with the cost benefits and play value to users.  

Project background

Responding to statistics charting the rise in 
childhood obesity in the UK, the project was 
designed to ensure children and young people, 
families and other key stakeholders had a clear 
role in the shaping of their parks and open 
spaces. Dialogue around health and wellbeing, 
physical activity and moving more were key 
throughout the consultation process. The London 
Borough of Hounslow has the eighth highest 
proportion of green space in London, offering 
local residents easy access to outdoor activities. 
However, in recent years some play areas have 
become tired and in need of refurbishment. The 
council are currently investing £1.1m to improve 
selected play sites across the borough with 
further funding expected to be secured through 
the Community Infrastructure Levy. 

The design 

The project saw the council partner with 
award-winning architects LUC to design new 
Active Spaces at existing playground sites.

LUC is passionate about play and  
accessible quality play landscapes. Their  
play design began with the Princess Diana 
Memorial Playground in Kensington Gardens 
and includes the award-winning Tumbling  
Bay at Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. For  
LUC, it was critical to the success of  
the Active Spaces project to: 
•  Gain a thorough understanding of the 

constraints and opportunities presented
•  Engage wildly and deeply with the local 

1   Climbing structure at Redlees Park

2  Multi-play unit at St Dunstan's playground

3   Pupils from Oak Hill Academy lend a hand

4   Cradle Nest swing suitable for different ages

5   LUC consultation event, Redlees Park

6   Concept plan

onsite public engagement events receiving 
valuable input.

The build

This level of community involvement would 
continue through the implementation phase,  
with the selected contractor idverde offering 
volunteering and educational opportunities 
during construction. When approaching  
any project idverde strive to engage local 
communities, and a key focus of Active  
Spaces was to continue the positive  
engagement process from the design stage.  

community to identify existing 
issues and needs

•  Generate a conversation with  
parents, teachers, children 
and visitors about outdoor 
play and its benefits to  
health and wellbeing.

Rather than being led by play 
equipment choices, LUC used 
‘play mapping’ from the 
perspective of the child. By 
looking at the experiences a 
child needs to have when 
playing, and then mapping 
these onto the site, encouraging 
exercise and freedom, whatever 
the age or ability of the child. 

Initial concept designs were 
developed to incorporate a full 
range of activities known to be 
critical for healthy physical and 
mental development, and suitable for children of 
all ages and abilities. Each play space contained 
elements to encourage high activity and 
collaborative play, as well as more restful areas 
for children and adults. The comfort of carers is 
critical, as this is strongly linked to the length of 
stay in any play area.

Effective community engagement was 
central to the quality of designs. Multiple 
channels of communication included on-site 
consultations incorporating games and 
activities; children’s workshops; a design 
competition for schools and an online 
questionnaire.

The design process for the project ensured 
that the community and the council worked 
closely, so that each space reflected the context 
of the local area. Five schools took part in the 
design and build of the space, and the 
designers captured thoughts and ideas at 12 
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REFERENCES

Client
London Borough  
of Hounslow council
www.hounslow.gov.uk

Parks and open space 
maintenance 
Greenspace 360  
(subsidiary of Lampton 360)
www.lampton360.co.uk

Design
LUC
www.landuse.co.uk

Contractor
idverde
www.idverde.co.uk

With assistance from
London Community 
Rehabilitation Company (CRC)
www.londoncrc.org.uk

Hands on London
www.handsonlondon.org.uk
Oak Hill Academy Green 
Ambassadors
www.oakhill-aspirations.org
www.greenambassadors.org.uk

Tree clearance
Wilby Tree
www.wilbytree.co.uk

New play equipment
Timberplay –  
Richter Spielgeräte
www.timberplay.com
PlayEquip
www.playequip.com
Russell Play
www.russell-play.com

Trees and shrubs
Crowders Nurseries
www.crowdersnurseries.co.uk

Mountain larch  
(Larix decidua  
montania) timber
Timberplay –  
Richter Spielgeräte
www.timberplay.com

TigerMulch
Star Rubber  
Environmental Ltd
www.star-rubber.co.uk

Scooter trails
Project Playgrounds
www.projectplaygrounds.co.uk

London Community Rehabilitation 
Company (CRC) were engaged to work on 
activities such as preparing and painting metal 
work, and pan London Corporate Volunteering 
programme and links with charity partner 
Hands on London, provided opportunities for 
large scale participation and contribution to the 
projects from local businesses such as GSK.  

The council also identified local schools to 
participate in the project build, with pupils 
taking part in planting activities and taster play 
sessions before the playground was officially 
open for use. A total of 328 volunteer hours 
have so far been delivered on the project, with 
this expected to exceed 500 hours as the 
council continue to engage groups over the 
next 12 months.

Materials

Given current constraints on local authority 
budgets it was essential for designs and 
material selections to factor in the ongoing cost 
of maintenance and to consider refurbishing 
existing elements where feasible. The emphasis 
was on high quality, robust, durable and low 
maintenance items. 

Existing pieces of play equipment that were 
popular and in good structural condition — such 
as the climbing frame at St Dunstan’s — were 
sanded and re-painted to increase their lifespan. 

ABOUT THE LONDON BOROUGH 
OF HOUNSLOW

The London Borough  
of Hounslow is a Greater 
London council, situated 
in the west of the capital. 
Parks and open spaces in Hounslow are  
run and managed by Greenspace 360, a 
subsidiary of the council-owned trading 
company Lampton 360.
www.hounslow.gov.uk
www.lampton360.co.uk

ABOUT LUC

LUC is an award-winning 
environmental consultancy 
providing planning, impact 
assessment, landscape design 
and ecology services to a wide 
range of public and private sector clients.
www.landuse.co.uk

ABOUT IDVERDE

idverde is Europe’s  
provider of grounds 
maintenance services and 
landscape construction projects. They offer a 
holistic range of services to support the 
creation, maintenance and management of 
landscapes throughout the UK, working with 
both public and private sector clients.
www.idverde.co.uk

Savings were made by moving to less intensive 
grass cutting regimes and to a more natural 
character at each site. Low cost interventions 
included timber logs for play trail items sourced 
through one of The London Borough of 
Hounslow’s green waste sites, as well as ground 
markings for scooter trails. The majority of play 
equipment was constructed from mountain 
larch (Larix decidua montania) – a timber with 
enhanced durability – incorporating steel and 
wire fixings. ‘TigerMulch’ was used as an impact 
absorbing surface; made from recycled rubber 
tyres it has high tensile strength and being a 
bound material needs little maintenance.

7&8  Green ambassadors from Oak Hill Academy 
get involved with turfing and planting during build

DURING BUILD
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