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HIGH LIFE
Austrian-based architecture studio Precht  

has developed a concept for a modular residential 
tower block with in-built space for vertical farming. 

Known as the Farmhouse, the tower would be made  
up of prefabricated, A-frame housing modules, 

constructed out of cross-laminated timber, which can 
be stacked to create flexible living spaces. The inverted  

gaps between the modules would provide room for 
vertical garden spaces that could be watered by 

filtered rain and grey water. These productive gardens 
could be private or communal, with some of the food 

grown hydroponically. Composting units would be 
provided for turning food waste into growing material 

that can be used for growing more food. precht.at
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1 2 3 4HAM HOUSE PLATS
A new design for the manicured 
lawns known as the ‘grass plats’ at 
Ham House near London will feature 
more than 500,000 bulbs along with 
wildflowers to create washes of 
colour throughout spring and early 
summer. The eight plats have been 
planted to create alternate squares  
of bulbs and wildflowers, mimicking 
the black and white marble flooring in  
the National Trust house. The early 
Crocus ‘Ruby Giant’ (shown) will  
be followed by intermingled reds, 
yellows and purples of four species 
tulips and later by Muscari latifolium. 
Once these are finished, a mix of  
20 native wildflowers will come  
into flower, carrying interest through 
until July. nationaltrust.org.uk

9/11 MEMORIAL 
GLADE 
The 9/11 Memorial Glade on the  
site of the former World Trade Center 
in New York opens officially on 30 
May. Designed by architects Michael 
Arad and Peter Walker, the glade 
dedicated to rescuers, survivors and 
others affected by the 9/11 attacks, 
sits in a grove of swamp white oaks 
on Memorial Plaza, and features a 
pathway cut through six stone 
monoliths that seem to erupt from 
the ground. Each granite block 
weighs around 15 tons and, inspired 
by the Japanese technique of kintsugi 
that celebrates repair as part of the 
history of an object, incorporates 
steel salvaged from the World Trade 
Center. 911memorial.org

GARDEN AT 120
A garden atop the 15-storey office 
building at 120 Fenchurch Street  
has opened to the public, making  
it the City of London’s largest public 
roof garden. Offering 360-degree 
views across the city, the quarter-
acre garden is a collaboration 
between Eric Parry Architects,  
Latz + Partner and LUC landscape 
architects and features a 4m-high 
galvanised steel pergola clad in 
around 80 wisterias. To the west  
a rill with in-built seating snakes 
alongside a parterre of clipped box. 
The 200-capacity garden, requires  
no booking, and is open Monday to 
Friday, 10am-9pm, and currently,  
for a trial period, at weekends,  
10am-5pm. thegardenat120.com 

IN THE ROUND
The conceptual design for an 
elevated garden in Milan has been 
revealed at the From Spaces to 
Places convention at La Sapienza 
University Rome. Designed by Italian 
architects LAD and HYPNOS, the 
Overpark sits on the basin-shaped 
roof of a new plaza to replace 
Milan’s Piazzale Loreto roundabout.
At its centre is a social space 
featuring a circle of planting around  
an oculus that provides natural light  
for the ground-level plaza below. 
The trees and other plants, which 
will also be planted on the sloping 
sides, will help to trap air pollutants 
and the shape of the roof will 
provide a buffer against traffic noise. 
architizer.com; hypnos-studio.com
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