
INSPIRE

Project value  
£340k (soft 
landscape only)
Build time
6 months
Size of project
2,200m2
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T   his project is one of the first and 

leading examples of how greening of 

the city through its buildings can 

actually work on a meaningful scale. 

Designed by Eric Parry Architects, this is a 

signature building for a major investment 

company in the City of London. What sets it 

apart from other commercial development is 

what it gives back – a rooftop public space and 

refuge from the Square Mile’s hustle and bustle. 

A modest 15 storeys high, it nestles within 

the city cluster of gherkins, cheese graters and 

walkie-talkies towering above. Eric Parry’s 

concept of a public garden on the top of the 

roof was the key driver for the landscape brief 

and a critical aspect of the planning process.  

Brief
The project brief was to apply LUC’s 

considerable track record and expertise in 

landscape design and implementation to 

develop Latz + Partner’s landscape concepts. 

These included a wisteria canopy and an 

ecologically rich flower garden, intersected with 

York stone walkways, seating elements and a 

linear water feature. The brief also demanded 

significant cost savings and design flexibility to 

accommodate structural alterations to the 

INSPIRE

substrate. These aspects required careful 

management between the design team and 

contractor to maintain the quality of the 

scheme upheld in planning by the City of 

London.

Design and build
LUC joined the project in 2015, at which point 

the landscape scheme had secured planning 

permission, with the main building construction 

already well underway. LUC spent a year 

working in close collaboration with the team to 

develop the detailed design for tender and to 

close out planning conditions. This period 

involved intensive and refreshingly creative 

value engineering to bring the scheme within 

budget and still deliver on the promise. 

A particular aspect of the original concept 

was the use of living walls to provide separation 

between air handling plant and garden spaces. 

To LUC, this was one aspect of the original 

concept which raised questions regarding 

sustainability and risk. At a third of the overall 

cost for the soft landscape, it needed a rethink. 

LUC set about developing a new concept for 

vertical greening, using a variety of traditional 

fruit tree forms set against rammed earth walls. 

A plant palette was devised to suit the varying 

aspects of the garden walls – apple and pear 

cordons, fan-trainted figs and vines on the  

warm walls, resilient old favourites Hydrangea 

 

1  The wisteria canopy runs throughout the space
2    The garden opens late into the evening
3  Incidental spaces and seating 
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and Parthenocissus on the cooler, more 

exposed aspects, and masses of Jasmine for 

that knock-out scent.

Materials
Most important to the client was to ensure the 

wisterias forming the backbone of the planting 

were top quality specimens which could provide 

immediate impact. With little time remaining 

until completion, LUC and landscape contractor 

Frosts undertook a tenacious and exhaustive 

search of Pistoia’s 500,000 hectare growing 

region, eventually hitting on line upon line of 

high quality specimens at Niccolai Piante. 

Edward Phillips, director of landscape design 

at LUC, says: “Regardless of how carefully one 

goes about specifying specimen plants, we 

simply would never have found planting stock of 

this quality without seeing the plants at source”.

Special requirements
Much of the coordination focused on the things 

you don’t see – drainage, irrigation and soil 

substrates. LUC developed its counterpart’s 

sophisticated system of top down (driplines) 

and bottom up (reservoir) irrigation into a  

lightweight mineral soil substrate, in depths  

ranging between 400 and 900mm. Essentially a 

volcanic material, the mineral soil had a closer 

A B O U T  L U C

LUC is an award-winning environmental 

consultancy providing landscape design, town 

planning, impact assessment and ecology 

services to a wide range of public and private 

sector clients. With a track record of over 50 years 

and a team of more than 150 skilled professionals, 

we care about the legacy we leave and hope to 

make a real difference through the work we do.

www.landuse.co.uk

 

resemblance to crushed rock, not much like the 

rich, fibrous soils landscape architects wish for. 

Challenges 
Edward says the most rewarding element was 

the race to complete the planting. With little time 

and just one passenger lift for around 2,500 

plants, it meant taking turns with colleagues 

whilst battling through the 2018 heat-wave.

“It was a testament to team working, trying  

to direct workers above the din of petrol disc 

cutters. With frantic watering to keep everything 

alive, secateurs and tube tie at the ready for the 

88 wisterias, fruit trees and climbers – it was a 

shared vision to create something a little  

bit special.”

INSPIRE

4  The garden features over 5,000 bulbs
5   A 360 degree prospect of the City
6   Entering their second season, the wisteria 

will be carefully trained onto the metal 
pergola framework as they establish

7   Early flower heads of Stipa gigantea
8  Grasses used throughout to break 

groupings and provide all-year interest 
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R E F E R E N C E S

Architect
Eric Parry Architects
www.ericparryarchitects.co.uk 

Landscape Architect
LUC with Latz and Partner 
www.landuse.co.uk
www.latzundpartner.de

Main Contractor  
Sir Robert McAlpine
www.srm.com

Landscape subcontractor
Frosts Landscape Construction
www.frostslandscapes.co.uk

Wisteria specimens 
Vivai Piante Niccolai 
www.vivainiccolai.it/azienda

Remaining planting 
Tamar Nurseries Ltd
www.tamarnurseries.com

Specialist soils  
Zeobon 
www.zeobon.de

Irrigation
Waterwise 
www.waterwisesolutions.co.uk

Trellis   
S3i 
www.s3i.co.uk
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