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Key facts

The number of policy officials
working directly on climate
change adaptation in Defra has
fallen, which has a severe
knock-on effect for planning
resources, according to the
CCC report.

Policy ambition and
implementation is falling short
of what is required and plans
and policies lack a basic
acknowledgment of climate
change, it says.

Brie�ng: How planners can help tackle the climate
crisis
1 August 2019 by Kate Hodson and Olivia Dunham

Just weeks after the government signed the net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050
target into law, the Committee on Climate Change's annual progress report reveals that
the UK's climate change actions are failing to meet its ambitions. Kate Hodson and
Olivia Dunham consider how planners can help.

Global warming: growing concern about escalating crisis (pic: Martin Hearn via Flickr)

What does the Committee on Climate Change (CCC) report
have to say about the role of local authorities and planning
in cutting carbon emissions?

According to the CCC report, the United Nations Development
Programme estimates that more than 70 per cent of climate
change reduction measures and up to 90 per cent of climate
change adaptation measures are undertaken by local
government. However, it also says that both policies and plans
are falling short in the UK and that climate change needs to be
factored into "every facet" of plans, policies and projects.
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There are major gaps in data
used to assess the risks
caused by and associated with
climate change, it says.

Consideration should be given
to how climate change policy
can be integrated into every
facet of plans, policies and
projects, according to the
report.

At a strategic level, what can local planning authorities
(LPAs) do to tackle climate change?

In the absence of comprehensive and consistent national
climate change plans and policies, local authorities must lead
by example. Authorities should adopt climate change policies
that are specific, measurable, attainable, realistic and timely
(SMART) in order to build robust and lasting climate change
resilience into all levels of government and society. For
example, area-based carbon reduction planning policies can
encourage specific renewable, low carbon and energy efficiency technologies in known viable
locations. Raising funds for energy efficiency, low carbon and renewable energy regeneration
and green infrastructure projects can be achieved through Section 106 agreements and the
Community Infrastructure Levy.

What else should LPAs be doing?

Planning strategic green infrastructure networks are a great example of how a local planning
authorities can create multifunctional natural and semi-natural spaces and places designed and
managed to deliver a wide range of ecosystem services, such as water purification, improving air
quality, space for recreation and climate mitigation and adaptation. Creating a network of climate
change champions across all departments charged with focusing minds and building links can
also deliver change.

What more can be done to encourage developers to help tackle climate change?

The building density of our towns and cities is likely to continue to increase as the government
resolves to address the housing crisis while simultaneously protecting the open countryside. The
greater the density of our towns and cities, the greater the urban heat island effect and the
greater the need for accessible open green spaces. Consequently, more and more developers
are being held to account on the contribution of their developments to climate change mitigation
and adaptation. For example, a proposed retirement complex development in Bristol was
recently refused partly on the basis that it failed to adequately demonstrate that the development
could adapt, and provide resilience, to the effects of climate change.

How can we measure and monitor climate change adaptation initiatives?

Monitoring the effectiveness of adaptation measures is crucial to making the case for and
maintaining effective climate change resilience. If the effects of climate change are not
accurately recorded, the effectiveness of adaptation measures cannot be established. In some
cases, measures can be assessed quantitatively. For example, some of the effects of heat stress
are linked to mortality rates amongst the young and elderly, but what about mental well-being
and economic and academic productivity? Those socially, economically, culturally or otherwise
marginalised are especially vulnerable to climate change and may find it hardest to adapt.

What can LPAs do to ensure they have better data on how buildings are performing?

Councils should consider attaching conditions to planning applications that require post
occupancy building performance evaluation to assess the effects of climate change on buildings
over the short to medium term. This could include temperature monitoring, water use monitoring
and surveys with building occupants. This will help improve the feedback loop and reduce gaps
in data. For example, the London Borough of Ealing has already been monitoring the energy
consumption of new developments for the last four years, using an online platform.
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The report can be read here. 

Kate Hodson and Olivia Dunham are environmental planners at LUC

http://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2019-progress-report-to-parliament/

